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cist salute. The tw^ groups then sit down on opposite sides of
a table. Count Ciano rises and announces that on Premier
Mussolini's orders Marshal Badoglio will give the armistice
conditions to the French plenipotentiaries. Marshal Badoglio
then asks General Roatta to read them, which he does. Gen-
eral Huntziger says the French delegates have taken note of
the terms and asks to be allowed to convey them to the French
Government, "giving the decision at the next meeting." The
French delegates return to the Villa Manzoni, where they
spend the greater part of the night discussing the terms among
themselves and by telephone with the Bordeaux Government.
The terms are not disclosed; Rome is full of reports that Italy
will occupy the Mediterranean coast of France or that perhaps
a buffer state will be created around Nice in the corner of
France adjoining Italy,
General de Gaulle, in an evening broadcast in French from
London, announces the formation of a Provisional French
National Committee. He begins by saying that the Bordeaux
Government capitulated before all its means of resistance had
been exhausted. "There is no longer on the soil of France
herself any independent Government capable of upholding
the interests of France and of the French overseas. Moreover
our political institutions are no longer in a position to function
freely, and the people of France have at the moment no oppor-
tunity of expressing their true will. Consequently, and owing
to force rnajeure, a French National Committee will be
formed, in agreement with the British Government, repre-
senting the interests of the country and the people and resolved